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PH.  (775)738-6816, FAX (775) 738-4581 

 
 
 

ELKO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2011 
 
 

5:15 P.M.    CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Upon his arrival Chairman Judd called the meeting of the Elko County Planning Commission to order at 
6:00 p.m. on February 17, 2011, in Suite 102, of the Nannini Administration Building, Elko, Nevada. 

 
Members Present:  Mike Judd, Chairman  

Dena Hartley, Vice Chairman 
Jack D. Larason  
Milt Grisham 

     
Absent :   David A. Galyen– Excused  

David Hough 
Wilde Brough  

  
Others Present:  John Kingwell, Associate Planner 
    Kristin McQueary, District Attorney’s Office 

Lana Shearer, Complete Wireless Consulting, Inc. 
Paul Bottari, Elko County Association of Realtors 
Bert Gurr, self 

 
 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Allegiance pledged. 
 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     ACTION ITEM 

 
January 13, 2011 – Special Meeting  
 

Commissioner Hartley indicated the first line of the last paragraph on page 3 had a correction 
from “the” to “she”.  She also indicated on page 5 the last paragraph stating the motion didn’t 
read well and asked if it could be changed to be better understood. 
 
Mr. Kingwell suggested the minutes be tabled to the next meeting. 
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Chairman Judd stated the minutes would be tabled to the next meeting to give Planning 
Commissioners an opportunity to read them.   

  
 

III. COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC:   NON-ACTION ITEM 
 

There were no comments made by the general public. 
 

 
IV. CONSENT AGENDA:      ACTION ITEMS 

 
  NONE 
 
 

V. PRELIMINARY HEARINGS:     ACTION ITEMS 
 

11-2000-0001, ORNI-42 LLC     ACTION ITEM 
 
A preliminary hearing for a change of zoning from Open Space to M-1 (General Industrial) 
for the development of a geothermal power plant for the following described property: 
 
An approximately 20 acre parcel of land located in the NE ¼ of Section 8, Township 41 
North, Range 52 East, M.D.B. & M., Elko County, Nevada.   
 
Said property is a portion of what is known as the Spanish Ranch located west of SR 226 
approximately twenty-five (25) miles north of the intersection of SR 226 and SR 225.   
 
Owner:  Ellison Ranching Co. 
 
Applicant:  ORNI-42 LLC 
 

Mr. Kingwell indicated the application is in order and ready to proceed to a public hearing. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Hartley moved to forward item 11-2000-0001 to a public hearing at 
the next regular meeting of March 17, 2011.  Commissioner Larason seconded the motion and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
VOTE: 

AYE:    Mike Judd 
    Jack D. Larason 
    Dena Hartley    

Milt Grisham  
 
NAY:    None 
 
ABSENT:   David Hough  

David A. Galyen  
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Wilde Brough 
 
ABSTENTIONS:  None  
 
11-2000-0002, Allie Bear      ACTION ITEM 
 
A preliminary hearing for a change of zoning from Open Space and General Industrial to 
Special Lands in anticipation of a boundary line adjustment with the adjoining parcel which 
is currently zoned Special Lands for the following described property: 
 
A 13.242 acre parcel of land located in Section 30, Township 35 North, Range 56 East, 
M.D.B. & M., Elko County, Nevada.   
 
Said property is located between Interstate 80 and East Idaho Street approximately four (4) 
miles northeast of Interstate 80 Exit 303 interchange.    
 
Applicant and owner is Allie Bear. 

 
Mr. Kingwell indicated the application is in order and ready to proceed to a public hearing on 
March 17, 2011. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Hartley moved to forward item 11-2000-0002 to a public hearing at 
the next regular meeting of March 17, 2011.  Commissioner Larason seconded the motion and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
VOTE: 

AYE:    Mike Judd 
    Jack D. Larason 
    Dena Hartley    

Milt Grisham  
 
NAY:    None 
 
ABSENT:   David Hough  

David A. Galyen  
Wilde Brough 

 
ABSTENTIONS:  None  

 
 

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS:      ACTION ITEMS 
 

11-4000-0001, Complete Wireless Consulting, Inc.   ACTION ITEM 
for Verizon Wireless 
 
A public hearing concerning a request for a conditional use permit to allow for the placement 
of a one hundred ninety foot (190’) lattice tower, twelve (12) antennas, two (2) microwave 
dishes, equipment shelter, standby generator and future propane tank in connection with a 
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telecommunications facility in an Open Space zoned district within Section 21, Township 39 
North, Range 46 East. 
  
Said property is located approximately 0.9 miles northeast of the town of Midas. 
 
Property Owner is Newmont Midas Operations Inc. 
 
Applicant is Complete Wireless Consulting, Inc., for Verizon Wireless. 
 

Mr. Kingwell read the following Staff report into the record: 
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Mr. Kingwell indicated under H of Staff recommendations and conditions the height of the fence 
should be corrected to a six foot cyclone fence instead of eight feet.   
 
Lana Shearer, Complete Wireless Consulting, stated Verizon is excited about bringing increased 
coverage to the area for the mine and town located in the area in addition to emergency 911 
coverage and is available for any questions.  
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Hartley moved to approve item 11-4000-0001, Complete Wireless 
Consulting, Inc., with Staff’s recommended conditions and restrictions.  Commissioner Larason 
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
VOTE: 

AYE:    Mike Judd 
    Jack D. Larason 
    Dena Hartley    

Milt Grisham  
 
NAY:    None 
 
ABSENT:   David Hough  

David A. Galyen  
Wilde Brough 

 
ABSTENTIONS:  None  
 
 
10-1500-0001, Wind Turbines & Towers – Code Development Workshop 
  
Elko County is in the process of developing a wind energy development code.  The 
workshop topics will address minimum parcel sizes, setbacks and other health and safety 
concerns. 
 

Mr. Kingwell began the overview of the code with the definition of commercial wind energy 
conversion system on page 2 indicating the industry is dictating a total system height not to exceed 
six hundred feet (600’) instead of four hundred feet (400’). 
 
There was discussion about where the commercial systems would be located and all of the 
Commissioners present agreed to revise the maximum height of a commercial system to six hundred 
feet (600’). 
 
Mr. Kingwell continued with the definition of a micro wind energy conversion machine making a 
few revisions during discussion and all Commissioners present agreed to the submitted definition.  
He continued with reviewing two items added to the portion of the code dealing with wind energy 
conversion systems within the OS, Open Space District and the reason behind the addition of the 
items. 
 
All of the Planning Commissioners present agreed to the two items presented being added to the 
code. 
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Mr. Kingwell continued the review of the code and asked for comments and/or revisions from the 
Planning Commissioners. 
 
There was discussion for clarification on the requirement that not more than one private wind 
machine with a total rated capacity of 100 kW shall be allowed on a parcel less than 10 acres. 
 
There was also discussion regarding the parcel size and setback requirements being a factor for 
determining the height of the wind machine that will be allowed on the parcel. 
 
Commissioner Larason asked what was meant by maintenance plan under Permit Applications for 
private wind energy conversion systems. 
 
Mr. Kingwell indicated the maintenance plan would be included with the wind machine that would 
contain lubrication instructions, time frames for bearing inspection, etc. and will be submitted with 
the engineered plans.  He added that the documentation would depend on the type of machine that is 
being proposed and if it has been through a testing program. 
 
Commissioner Larason indicated he didn’t understand the relevance of a required maintenance plan 
if there is no means to police or enforce that the maintenance is being done.   
 
There was discussion regarding the responsibility of the owner for maintenance of the machine and 
that the requirement a maintenance plan be submitted is a means for the County to prove there was 
one available to the owner upon construction. 
 
Commissioner Judd asked for public comment regarding the portion of the code reviewed and 
revised up to this point of the meeting. 
 
Paul Bottari asked about the towers being permitted by a conditional use permit and if the owner 
sells the property whether the new owner will be required to apply for another conditional use 
permit.  
 
Mr. Kingwell indicated yes, that is how all conditional use permits are set up. 
 
Mr. Bottari stated he felt that would be cumbersome and hope there is a way to get around that 
requirement.   
 
There was discussion regarding the regulation of a machine or machines with a total rated capacity 
of 100 kW being allowed in residential sites, industrial sites and commercial sites and if there should 
be different capacities for different uses.   
 
There was continued discussion regarding the requirement of a conditional use permit and different 
scenarios were presented for being in favor of and against a conditional use permit being required. 
 
Bert Gurr stated Mr. Bottari brought up a valid point that the tower is a utility that is being 
transferred and the conditional use permit is ordered by the County and why it couldn’t be 
transferred automatically by signing a document like is done for power or water.  He added he didn’t 
think the conditional use permit should be specific to a person with these kinds of uses and it costs 






